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STORIES THAT MAY INTEREST YOU

A 1920 silent film shot in New London gets restored —
and screened
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Back in the early 1900s, director Joseph Byron Totten established his own movie studio in Voluntown. One of his
productions was an adaptation of an O. Henry short story — and a primary filming location was the Old Town Mill
in New London.

The film, titled “The Church with an Overshot Wheel,” was one of 94 O. Henry stories produced in the early 1900s
by the Vitagraph Co. of America. Vitagraph had a six-year contract with Doubleday and the heirs of William
Sidney Porter — which is O. Henry’s real name — to make the adaptations.

Of those 94, only two remain.

Suzanne Harle, who is founder and executive director of the Stonington-based Green Planet Films, began a long
search for “The Church with an Overshot Wheel” after she learned about it and its local connections in late 2018.

Having found it and funded its restoration, Harle will screen it on Oct. 22 at the Mystic Film Festival. It’s the only
surviving silent film produced in this region by Totten.

At the center of “The Church with an Overshot Wheel,” which runs 21 minutes, is a grain miller who converts his
mill (which is the Old Town Mill in the movie) into a church after losing his daughter. It stars Ethel Fleming – who
later married her high school sweetheart Ray Kroc, who bought McDonalds and made it into a fast-food
behemoth.

Harle says the city scenes in “The Church with an Overshot Wheel” were filmed in Westerly, and others were shot
around Totten’s property in Voluntown.

Totten was an actor and playwright in New York City who got the movie bug and was inspired by the success of
director D.W. Griffith. Totten wanted his own film studio, and when he found a farmhouse in Voluntown, he
decided to set up his filmmaking enterprise there.

An interesting lead

Harle had just moved back to Stonington in 2018 after living in the San Francisco Bay area for 38 years, and she
was at the farmers market at the Velvet Mill. Steven Slosberg — a former Day columnist who knew Harle was
involved with film — approached her and said there was a great movie-related story at the Studio Farm table at
the market. Dick and Dot Wingate, whose family owns Studio Farm, were manning the booth that day.

Dick Wingate explained that a film director, Totten, used to live at what is now their farmhouse.

“It was like, ‘Oh! Well, this sounds kind of interesting,’” Harle recalls.

Harle distributes nature and educational films to schools and libraries and wasn’t involved with silent films but
says, “I like history, growing up here in Norwichtown, surrounded by the historic homes.”

She went to see the Wingates’ farmhouse. Dick Wingate showed her documents from and information about
Totten, which inspired her to delve into research.

“I was thinking it would be so cool to find an old silent film for this area and show it. But it just took research and
research. (There were) maybe 30 films that were made in this area, and I was just trying to find one,” she says.

That’s not as easy as it sounds; it’s estimated that 80 percent of all silent films have been lost.

Harle eventually found her way to the Rhode Island Historical Society, which had had a screening of “The Church
with an Overshot Wheel.” But that version was a copy of a copy. An official there said they had an MP4 of a 16mm
that was produced from the original film. The MP4 was made in the early days of digital, which means the
technology was much less advanced than it is now. The suggestion was that Harle find the original, which would
produce the best print.

Harle recalls thinking, “I have to get this!”

Discovery and restoration

While attending the DOC Film Festival in New York City, Harle saw a movie about preservation called “Film: The
Living Record of Our Memory.” That led her to the production’s website, which provided a list of film databases
and institutions. But she still couldn’t find “The Church with an Overshot Wheel.”

“I kept coming up empty-handed until I got into the Academy Film Archive — that’s in Los Angeles. (The
organization that oversees the archive) puts on the Oscars. I went on that (site), and I go, ‘Oh, my God! There it is!
It’s there! And it’s been digitized but not restored,’” she says.

While someone at the archives told her it was in pretty good shape, Harle still wanted it restored; “I want it to be
black and white, I don’t want it (to have) a red tint.”

Green Planet Films was prepared to pay for the restoration, using grant money from CT Humanities. It ended up
costing a lot less than Harle expected — $2,800.

Music to her ears

A friend of Harle’s who is involved in silent films told her she should have a score composed for “The Church with
an Overshot Wheel.” Silent films used to be accompanied in theaters by a pianist playing music.

Wanting to keep everything in Connecticut, Harle Googled Connecticut silent film composers and found Donald
Sosin, who lives in Lakeville.

“He’s very prestigious in this realm,” she says.

Harle sent him a message, and within three minutes, he replied — while in a dentist’s waiting room — to say he’d
do it.

“He made this beautiful score that goes with the film. It’s a perfect score. It’s just so exciting,” she says.

Sosin will accompany the screening at La Grua with a live piano performance of the score.

In the walls

Harle notes that the Wingates had opened the walls of the farmhouse and found about 100 documents in there
from Totten.

Harle and co-producer Gabriella Radujok had the papers all scanned and went through each one. They included
everything from fan mail to receipts to ads for Totten’s films. They are in the process of making a short
documentary about finding the movie. Local filmmaker Chris Kepple is the cinematographer/editor.

As for the Oct. 22 screening, Harle says, “I have seen the film many times before, of course, but the highlight will be
screening the film to a local audience with live musical accompaniment by Donald Sosin … just as films were
shown in those times. We are thrilled that audiences will once again be able to see a locally produced silent film —
especially since it is the only one found by Joseph Byron Totten.”

IF YOU GO

What: Premiere of the newly restored “The Church with an Overshot Wheel”

As part of: Mystic Film Festival

When: 5:30 p.m. Oct. 22

Where: La Grua Center, 32 Water St., Stonington

Tickets: $12

For tickets: mysticfilmfestival2022.eventive.org

A scene from “The Church with an Overshot Wheel” with New London’s Old Town Mill in the background. (Contributed)

Favorite TV and movies of 2022
The Day’s art writers look back on their favorite TV programs and
films of the past year. TV “Edge of the Unknown” National Geographic
Channel I’ve never been so anxious watching TV. This series...

Favorite local exhibitions and books of 2022
The Day’s writers have chosen their favorite exhibitions and books of
the past year. EXHIBITIONS “Norman Rockwell’s Saturday Evening
Post Covers: Tell Me a Story” June-Sept., Mystic Museum of Art...

The Blue Duck fits in NL downtown dining scene nicely
If you’re one of those folks like myself who has an ongoing and ever-
changing list of Top 10 Bad People in literature, Blue Duck, the biracial
Indian archfiend from Larry McMurtry’s Pulitzer Prize-win...

Favorite local stage and music performances of 2022
LIVE SHOWS June 3, Mohegan Sun Arena During this show from the
57-year-old comedian’s “Ego Death” tour, Rock’s wide-reaching, clever
and very funny observations made a strong case that he should ...

LATEST NEWS

TRENDING

1  Rob Simmons calls Democratic
leader Hakeem Jeffries the “Black
guy”

2  Study: Conn. electricity bills
highest in continental U.S.

3  Norwich school custodian dies
from injuries suffered in Colchester
crash

4  More and more, today’s cops
are women

5  Community mourns death of
Waterford police officer

PODCASTS

Hattie Cabinet - 36" / SHIITAKE

$2,999

Hattie Glass Cabinet - SHIITAKE / 36"

$2,999

Hattie Open Bookcase - 36" / EBONY

$2,099

World shares up, extending Wall St
gains as US wages slow

McCarthy's next big task: Win GOP
support for House rules

Probe into sailor suicides reveals
‘overwhelmed’ mental health
system aboard Navy carrier

Conservatives take aim at tenure
for university professors

Pro-Bolsonaro rioters storm
Brazil's top government offices

A multi-cloud approach can
benefit many business areas
including cost control, data
monetization and security.

SPONSORED BY VMWARE

Benefits of Multi-Cloud in
the Workplace

The story of the Sea Surveyor

'We're back where we were'
prior to Roe v. Wade

Sound On The Sound: How
one New London artist
celebrates culture and
identity through music

Sound On The Sound: The
philanthropic power of
music

Sound On The Sound:
Musicians test the waters in
the New London restaurant
scene

About The Day

The Day Publishing Company

47 Eugene O'Neill Drive

P.O. Box 1231

New London, CT 06320-1231 USA

Staff Profiles

President/Publisher  Newsroom  Advertising/Marketing

FAQs  Jobs at The Day  Contact Us

Connect With Us

"  #  '  (  )  *  +

Quick Links
, E-Paper  - Contests  Horoscopes  Puzzles  TV
Calendar  Milestones  Newsletters

Advertising
About Our Ads  Advertise  Place A Classified Ad  Contacts
Find New London Area Jobs  Business Directory

Services
Photo Reprints  Privacy Policy/Terms  RSS  Text/SMS Alerts

..

MENU / 0 CONTACT US 1 Login Subscribe

https://www.theday.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.theday.com/movies/20221013/a-1920-silent-film-shot-in-new-london-gets-restored-and-screened/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.theday.com/movies/20221013/a-1920-silent-film-shot-in-new-london-gets-restored-and-screened/
mailto:?subject=I%20wanted%20you%20to%20see%20this%20article%20on%20theday.com&body=Here%20is%20the%20link:%20https://www.theday.com/movies/20221013/a-1920-silent-film-shot-in-new-london-gets-restored-and-screened/
https://www.theday.com/movies/20221013/a-1920-silent-film-shot-in-new-london-gets-restored-and-screened/?print
mailto:k.dorsey@theday.com
https://www.theday.com/television/20221230/favorite-tv-and-movies-of-2022/
https://www.theday.com/books/20221229/favorite-local-exhibitions-and-books-of-2022/
https://www.theday.com/entertainment/20221228/the-blue-duck-fits-in-nl-downtown-dining-scene-nicely/
https://www.theday.com/stage/20221225/favorite-local-stage-and-music-performances-of-2022/
https://www.theday.com/business/20230109/world-shares-up-extending-wall-st-gains-as-us-wages-slow/
https://www.theday.com/nation/20230109/mccarthys-next-big-task-win-gop-support-for-house-rules/
https://www.theday.com/nation/20230109/probe-into-sailor-suicides-reveals-overwhelmed-mental-health-system-aboard-navy-carrier/
https://www.theday.com/nation/20230109/conservatives-take-aim-at-tenure-for-university-professors/
https://www.theday.com/world/20230108/pro-bolsonaro-rioters-storm-brazils-top-government-offices/
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=3&ntv_ui=4c3e9f87-312a-4c32-bb4b-914d929b4308&ntv_a=SwEIA_81ZAYB4FA&ntv_fl=QhA1NpYK7wgUGB7NPVI490epUIeUPKn4KJ8odbgWfR8uCmAq8qmuznqcw2O0wQWmMOGlqahoDVVMA0epu7J3QT7f8BgZlCTWiUmtKUdRYmU2FBFU1kPJEfzSoz5Oh0rczaSCg7cLSdHUaIxkgA5oNjz0OrcWADHAhezYmJRnlYLg9nwovuICWwmRDtSWsSFiz4SYM_oyofsKg4J0gJmxN4IwISMnK9BiAC35GpBZ6Z6NrPxU5cerMmvszFw66wyhi9Wx_LXdgCvgw1sn_tx58nK3tRPKlS8oETPFCwp3S3gs4jlLkX6InXIEiy6PHIo8tcHZ_hSVurye0z42AjsxVd3SvcnktRtokW7jZbzye4gKL4gMB-2MMepCz4sdZxqZEdRiZA67NJvpgjMl24_M-A==&ord=1889096508&ntv_ht=TPq7YwA&ntv_tad=16&prx_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&ntv_r=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N1813069.1748112NATIVOINC/B28915077.351521133;dc_trk_aid=542883908;dc_trk_cid=182152998;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=?https://www.theday.com/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=%2Fstatic%2Fprovided-content.pbs&prx_t=SwEIA_81ZAYB4FA&ntv_acpl=335456&ntv_acsc=2&ntv_gsscm=2019*8;2006*4;839*25;847*6;&ntv_ui=4c3e9f87-312a-4c32-bb4b-914d929b4308&ntv_ht=TPq7YwA
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=3&ntv_ui=4c3e9f87-312a-4c32-bb4b-914d929b4308&ntv_a=SwEIA_81ZAYB4FA&ntv_fl=QhA1NpYK7wgUGB7NPVI490epUIeUPKn4KJ8odbgWfR8uCmAq8qmuznqcw2O0wQWmMOGlqahoDVVMA0epu7J3QT7f8BgZlCTWiUmtKUdRYmU2FBFU1kPJEfzSoz5Oh0rczaSCg7cLSdHUaIxkgA5oNjz0OrcWADHAhezYmJRnlYLg9nwovuICWwmRDtSWsSFiz4SYM_oyofsKg4J0gJmxN4IwISMnK9BiAC35GpBZ6Z6NrPxU5cerMmvszFw66wyhi9Wx_LXdgCvgw1sn_tx58nK3tRPKlS8oETPFCwp3S3gs4jlLkX6InXIEiy6PHIo8tcHZ_hSVurye0z42AjsxVd3SvcnktRtokW7jZbzye4gKL4gMB-2MMepCz4sdZxqZEdRiZA67NJvpgjMl24_M-A==&ord=1889096508&ntv_ht=TPq7YwA&ntv_tad=16&prx_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&ntv_r=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N1813069.1748112NATIVOINC/B28915077.351521133;dc_trk_aid=542883908;dc_trk_cid=182152998;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=?https://www.theday.com/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=%2Fstatic%2Fprovided-content.pbs&prx_t=SwEIA_81ZAYB4FA&ntv_acpl=335456&ntv_acsc=2&ntv_gsscm=2019*8;2006*4;839*25;847*6;&ntv_ui=4c3e9f87-312a-4c32-bb4b-914d929b4308&ntv_ht=TPq7YwA
https://www.theday.com/section/staff-management/
https://www.theday.com/section/staff
https://www.theday.com/section/staff-advertising
https://www.theday.com/faqs
https://www.theday.com/jobs-at-the-day
https://www.theday.com/contact-the-day
http://epaper.theday.com/
https://www.theday.com/section/contests
https://www.theday.com/section/horoscopes
https://www.theday.com/section/games
https://www.theday.com/section/Movies
https://www.theday.com/events
https://www.theday.com/section/milestones
https://www.theday.com/newsletters/
https://www.theday.com/advertising-products/
https://www.theday.com/advertise-with-the-day/
https://www.theday.com/section/classifieds
https://www.theday.com/contact-the-day
https://www.theday.com/monster
http://local.theday.com/
https://theday.smugmug.com/
https://www.theday.com/privacy-policy-terms
https://www.theday.com/section/rssfeeds
https://www.theday.com/get-text-alerts
https://www.theday.com/
https://www.theday.com/contact-the-day

